
A periodic publication of  The Speaker’s House featuring news and articles of interest 

The Speaker’s Gazette 

Fall/Winter 2011 

Inside this Issue 

Letter from President….…....2 
 
Christmas Cards…………….3 
 
Annual Meeting……..….........3 
 
Exhibit Highlights….……….4-5 
 
Parade Highlights...…..….......6 
 
Archaeology…....….……….7 
 
Retaining Wall Repairs……..7 
 

Save the date!  
 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, December 4 

2 to 4 p.m. 

Augustus Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Volume 6, Number 2 

Pastors & Patriots Exhibit  

 

 

     The long-awaited exhibition Pastors & Patriots: The Muhlenberg  

Family of Pennsylvania opened at the Berman Museum of Art at Ursinus 

College on August 20 and runs through December 18.  Organized by Speak-

er’s House president and Muhlenberg historian Lisa Minardi, the exhibition 

features many rare family portraits, furniture, silver, and other artifacts (see 

photos, pp. 4-5). Highlights include a pair of side chairs owned by Henry 

Melchior Muhlenberg; the pistols carried by General Peter Muhlenberg dur-

ing the American Revolution; and archaeological artifacts from The Speak-

er’s House. Guided tours of the exhibition are available; contact Sue Calvin 

at 610.409.3500 to make arrangements. Admission to the exhibition is free. 

Museum hours are Tuesday through Friday from 10 to 4 and Saturdays/

Sundays  

from 12 to 4:30.  
 

     A new book on the 

Muhlenberg family au-

thored by Lisa Minardi was 

published by the Berman 

Museum of Art and the 

Pennsylvania German Soci-

ety in conjunction with the 

exhibit. Featuring more 

than 100 color photographs 

of objects in the exhibit and 

many more, this ground-

breaking publication offers 

an in-depth look at the 

Muhlenbergs, their houses, 

and  furnishings.  Many of 

these objects have never 

before been published or 

exhibited.  The book is 

available for purchase from 

The Speaker’s House for 

$30/copy plus $5 postage.  

To order , please send a check made payable to The Speaker’s House to us 

at The Speaker’s House, PO Box 26686, Collegeville, PA 19426. Orders 

will be shipped promptly upon payment.     

 

 

Followed by a special 

tour of the Pastors & 

Patriots exhibit at the 

Berman Museum of 

Art at Ursinus College 



 

The mission of The Speaker’s House is to celebrate the heritage and home of Frederick 

Muhlenberg, the first Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, and create 

programs to inspire leadership and civic engagement in the timeless issues of our nation. 
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Mission Statement 

The Speaker’s House is a registered 

501(c)(3), not-for-profit organization.  

In accordance with Pennsylvania law, 

we are required to advise you that a 

copy of our official registration and 

financial information may be obtained 

from the Pennsylvania Department of 

State by calling, within Pennsylvania,  

1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not 

imply endorsement. 

 Dear Friends of the Speaker’s House, 
 

     2011 has been a busy year for The Speaker’s House!  A new 

roof was installed on the rear section of the house by Yocum Roof-

ing & Siding of Collegeville, who donated the materials as well as 

new gutters for the front of the house.  Much-needed repairs to the 

stone retaining wall out front were also completed.  In May, we 

welcomed new and returning volunteers for our third annual ar-

chaeology dig, which continued the investigation of the area around 

Muhlenberg’s general store and yielded a trove of wonderful arti-

facts (see photos, page 7).  We also kicked off celebrations of the 

Muhlenberg 300 year with an old-fashioned Memorial Day Parade.  

Our float was a big hit, thanks to Mike Hart who provided the 

trailer and volunteers Andrew and Chris Grasberger and Jeff 

Stup, who portrayed the three Muhlenberg brothers (see p.  6).  In 

July we held our annual Pork BBQ picnic and Living History Day.  

August brought the opening of the Pastors & Patriots exhibit, for 

which we already hosted dozens of visitors from near and far alike 

for guided tours of the show as well as local Muhlenberg sites. The 

release of the accompanying book has also been warmly welcomed 

by our members. More updates will be reported at our annual meet-

ing on December 4...hope to see you there! 

 

     ~Lisa Minardi, President 

New Trustee Joins the Board  

 The Speaker’s House is very pleased to announce the election of 

Susan Stevens to the Board of Trustees.  Susan and her husband, 

Paul, have resided in Trappe since 2009. A graduate of Shippens-

burg State College with a degree in history, Susan served as a Sen-

ior Special Agent for the Criminal Law Division of the Pennsylva-

nia Office of the Attorney General.  She has a keen interest in the 

restoration and preservation of local structures such as The Speak-

er’s House.  According to Susan, these buildings “provide an op-

portunity to breathe life into our history.” 
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     Local artist Julie Longacre has 

produced a beautiful new image 

of The Speaker’s House just in 

time for the holiday season! 

Based on the artist rendering that 

Julie made last year to show the 

house as it looked originally and 

help raise money for restoration, 

the new drawing shows the house 

in a snowy winter landscape with 

holiday greenery on the door and 

windows. The cards are blank  

inside and come with envelopes. 

A pack of 10 cards/envelopes is 

$14; 25 for $30, and 100 for $95.  

To order, please email us at  

info@speakershouse.org. Cards 

will also be available for sale at 

the Annual Meeting on December 

4 along with other merchandise. 

Christmas & Holiday Card Sales  

 

 

 
     The 2011 Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 4th from 2 to 4 pm at Augustus Lutheran 

Church. Join us for a social hour and presentations on all that was accomplished in 2011 and a look at 

plans for the year ahead.  A hearty spread of refreshments will be served as usual, provided by our dedi-

cated volunteers.  Looking for ways to get more involved? Come find out what projects we’re working on 

and let us know how you would like to help.  Prints, notecards, postcards, t-shirts and other items will also 

be available for sale, as well as copies of Lisa Minardi’s new book on the Muhlenberg family which she 

will be happy to sign for you during the meeting.  All proceeds will benefit the restoration of The Speak-

er’s House, so be sure to save some room on your holiday shopping list for these unique gift ideas!     

     Following the Annual Meeting, everyone is invited to attend a special tour of the Pastors & Patriots 

exhibit at the Berman Museum, led by Lisa Minardi who will highlight some of most noteworthy artifacts 

and offer a behind-the-scenes look into the development of the exhibit.  The Historical Society of Trappe 

will also be hosting Candlelight Tours at the Henry Muhlenberg House that evening from 4 to 7 pm.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting on December 4  
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Pair of chairs owned by Henry and Mary Muhlenberg, 

attributed to Leonard Kessler, Philadelphia, 1763.   

Mahogany. Private collection 

(Left) Communion service of Augustus Lutheran Church. Large flagon: attributed to Johann Philip Alberti, 

Philadelphia, c. 1760. Small flagon: probably Cologne, Germany, c. 1750. Chalices: probably Germany,    

c. 1750. Baptismal basin, probably England, c. 1750. Pewter.  (Right) Weathervane from schoolhouse of 

Augustus Lutheran Church, 1750. Iron. Augustus Lutheran Church, Trappe, Pa. 

 

  

 

Highlights from Pastors & Patriots Exhibit  

Portrait miniature of Henry Melchior 

Muhlenberg, probably Pennsylvania, c. 

1785. Watercolor on ivory. Collection of 

a descendant 
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Portraits of Francis and Mary (Muhlenberg) Swaine, probably Pennsylvania, c. 1790.  

Oil on canvas. Collection of a descendant 

The Swaines lived in The Speaker’s House during the 1790s, thus these portraits likely once hung there. 

(Left): Pair of pistols owned by General Peter Muhlenberg, England, c. 1770-75. Walnut; brass, iron, 

steel. American Revolution Center  

 

(Right): Masonic apron owned by General Peter Muhlenberg, probably Philadelphia, c. 1800. Silk. 

Collection of a descendant 
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Memorial Day Parade Highlights  

 

 

The Memorial Day Parade was 

organized by the Historic 

Muhlenberg Partnership, a    

collaboration of Augustus     

Lutheran Church, the Borough 

of Trappe, Historical Society of 

Trappe, and The Speaker’s 

House.  Many local businesses 

and community members 

helped make the day a success. 

 

 

A must-have for any old-

fashioned parade, the bicycle 

brigade was a major crowd 

pleaser! Here, the brigade 

moves along Main Street with 

The Speaker’s House in the 

background. 

The Speaker’s House float featured Andrew and Chris Grasberger and Jeff Stup dressed as the three 

Muhlenberg brothers. From left to right: Andrew as Henry Muhlenberg Jr., minister of Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Lancaster for 35 years; Chris as General Peter Muhlenberg; and Jeff as Frederick Muhlenberg. 
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Retaining Wall Repairs Completed  

 

Archaeology Dig Highlights  

A forty-five foot section of the stone retaining wall in front of The Speaker’s House along Main Street was 

rebuilt during the month of May.  In 2010 a smaller section was also rebuilt.  We continue to monitor the rest 

of the wall for structural issues, but these much-needed repairs have made a great improvement.  

The 2011 archaeology dig resulted in some significant 

discoveries.  Led by Dr. Pat Gibble and Lydia 

Garver,  the crew included new students as well as 

several volunteers returning from previous digs.  

Among the most important finds were a small silver 

heart-shaped brooch with a small blue-glass bead and a 

silver medallion with an eight-pointed star.  The exact 

purpose of this object is still being studied, but it most 

likely was an artifact of personal adornment.  The dig 

focused once again on the remains of Frederick 

Muhlenberg’s general store, exploring the area of the 

eastern end wall and also the front corner.  Highlights 

from the digs are on display in the Pastors & Patriots 

exhibition at the Berman Museum.  For the past three 

years, funding for the field school has been provided by 

a grant from the Schuylkill River Heritage Area, 

matched by The Speaker’s House.  To continue the   

program in 2012, approximately $8,000 in addition-

al funding is needed.  Students are already contacting 

us to reserve their spot for next year, and we want to be 

able to offer this enriching program once again!  Please 

contact us at info@speakershouse.org or 610.489.2105 

if you would like to make a donation.   



PO Box 26686 

Collegeville, PA 19426 
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Please join us in the worthwhile cause of preserving and restoring the historic Frederick Muhlenberg 

House.  The Speaker’s House is registered as a 501(c)(3), not-for-profit organization.  All donations 

are tax-deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

 

                      

Membership in The Speaker’s House  

 

Name________________________________________Phone________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________E-mail_________________________ 
                 (Street)                         (Town and state)                       (Zip) 
 

Check if:  Ã  Descendant of Muhlenberg family (which branch?) _____________________________  
  
Ã  Other connection with the property (former resident, etc.)_________________________________ 
 

Check one:  Ã  New member  Ã Membership renewal 
 

Check one: 

 Ã Life member …..……..$1000   

 Ã Muhlenberg …………...$500 

 Ã Benefactor …………….$250 

 Ã Patron …………………$100 

 Ã  Business ………………$100 

 Ã Family ………………….$45 

 Ã Individual ………………$25 

    Ã    Senior Citizen ………….$20 

 Ã    Student …………………$10 

Please make check payable and mail to: 

The Speaker’s House 

P.O. Box 26686 

Collegeville, PA 19426 

You can also join using a credit card online at                        

            www.speakershouse.org 


