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Roofl i ne of

n exciting discovery was mad

this spring as stonemasons r
moved stucco from the east wall ¢
the main house.
neath the stucco was an intact roofliy
from Muhl enber g9
built in 1782. As one would expect
the roofline is directly in line with the
foundations of the store that were I
cated by archaeology last year. A
though no account book for the sto
has yet been found, we have a go
sense of what was sold there throu
~both the ar-
chaeological
~ record as well
® as the journals
of Fred
father, the Rev.
== Henry Muhlen-
berg, who

Preserved unde

Muhl enber gos

b. store from 1782 until his death ir
f 1787.

r .
e The discovery of the store roof

Jine is the latest finding as we con
“tinue to investigate the history of th
"Speakerds House.

- dence we find is another clue to th
houseds past. B
roofline next time you drive by the

G
|
» house!
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Univest Donation
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n May of this year, The
ckgpeaker os Hous

$1000 donation from Univest Cor-
sporatof € Fhis significant contribu-
tion demonstrate
€ingtbrhrifnieAt'td making a differ-
penGe,iny the communities in which it
does business.

This is the first donation that The
eSperakeir wsed Hoau s e

a financial institution and we have

issued a challenge to area banks t
smal rcihv edsnti vse sv B g o
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The Speaker 8ds| G Arts & Business Council of Greater Philadelphia
Vol. 3, No. 1 Summer 2008 Provides Volunteer Assistance
Written and Edited by
Lisa Minardi and Allison Weiss Andrea Hamme! joined the Boartd Joan Pollack was recruited through
of Trustees of the rAds awlp Business rCouncil to
The Speakerds Hous$ e House in June. An associate of lqwa s si st The Speakef 06s
151 W. Main Street firm of Cozen OO0 Codevelepmensof & str&tegié pladh.U With
PO Box 26686 2006, she concentrates her practice|ingn v.B.A. from the University of Penn-
Collegeville, PA 19426 the areas of general litigation, construlc- | R Wh Sct
(610) 4892105 tion litigation, and employment litiga sy .V a.n 1 aos . .a rton ¢
www.speakershouse.org tion. Prior t o Olc?arrll Is Hsg]g }”@ro%pngse By Banqgdeyr p, -
Board of Trustees nor, Andrea served as a summer assgciiment, new product development and
Joseph H. Melrose, JRresident ate and law clerk to the firm. Andrea,|a marketing to guide our staff and volun-
Lisa Minardi,Vice-President Seattle native, now lives in Oaks with teers in a longerm plan that will out-
Kathy Mulhern,Treasurer her husband and two young sons. Epr-| i ne how The Speakerd
Susan KellyRecording Secretary lier this year, she underwent board to develop within the next three to five
Vordea Mingis Corresponding Secretary  training in the noprofit sector through -
. . .| years. Says Joairi, | went t d t h
) the Arts and Business Council of Phila- . .
2:%222 g;anr:‘mel del phia and sat i|nagBpsingsg gauncilip leng mystigieg ¢ 5 s
RUSS Henze Houseods board me g tdcPlgningmpdimgnageralexpgyignce g
Connie Hershey asked to join. gathered énatlde sprofit secter rtoeasmon-i n  t
Dieter Markert project stems from her love of local profit organization needing those spe-
Renata Markert history and her desire to participate |n cific skils. T h e Speaker|os
Kristin Paulson an organization that was inthe eally ¢ s o med to me to ble a
Bill Van Sant stages of its development so she wo J|dJ ber of the Philadelphia
Joseph Szlavik really be able to make an impact on fts 222" Was a member ot tne Fhiladelphia
Don Tobias future. Welcome Andreal! Forum of Executive Women from 1998
-2003.
Advisory Board
Robert Brant, Esq.
Ross Doughty, Ph.D.
Robert Remini, Ph.D.
John Strassburger, Ph.D.
William Muhlenberg Wagner, Jr.
Executive Director
Allison Weiss
allison.weiss@speakershouse.org
The Speakerds Housge 501
(c)(3), notfor-profit organization. In
accordance with Pennsylvania law, we
are required to advise you that a copy of
our official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department of State by
calling, within Pennsylvania,-800-732-
0999. Registration does not imply en-
dorsement.
Mission Statement
The mission of The Speaker s House is D T
Augustus Muhlenberg, first and third Speaker of the U.S. House, and to promote an
understanding of leadership and American history and culture through research and edudgtional
programming.




Stabili zati on Efforts at
hile the restoratio qud]ectThe S p e aksgmaies) Cbst u

a multtyear project, the house still requires
orrgoing maintenance, just as any residence does.| Atightning Protection
the conclusion of the Historic Structure Report study, Gutters
the architects made recommendations for projectgcover for well
Most of these
volve stabilization efforts or temporary remediatig

that require immediate attention.

of problems that are contributing to the deterioratipn

of the property.

The most significant challenge we have is dive

ing the entry of water into the building. There
two main sources of water: poor roof drainage

improper grading of the property. While several con;
tractors have recommended the installation of Frenc
drains, any groundisturbing work conducted on th

property must be preceded by archaeology. For th{
reason, the installation of earthen berms to divert th
water before it reaches the house is a preferable alte
native to digging and installing drains. The estimatgeq
cost of the berms as well as other necessary stabiliz
tion projects are listed héyeall support is welcome!

$410(
$3400
$700
n-Cellar bulkhead $900
n Removal of porch deck and joists $50
N Grade survey and earthen berms $10,000
Installation of three safety gates $900
Fire Detection $24(
t- Security System $3500
are
d
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Voices from the Past

n this column, we bring you excerpts

from historical documents that tell us
about the Muhlenbergs and other occu-
pants of the house. Given the recent dis-
covery of the roof IFi
store, we are sharing several excerpts
from the journals of his father, the Rev.
Henry Muhlenberg, related to the store
that Frederick operated on the property.

The first entry makes reference to the
carpenters who were hard at work putting
the final touches on the store shortly be-
fore Frederick and his family moved in on
April 18, 1782. The other entries relate to
the robbery of the store the following
year, an incident that caused Frederick
and his family a great deal of distress as
well as being a major financial setback.

April 10, 1782 nThe Ll P ¢
working on the store and can find no place to get thei

meal s, though there ar@e tf
November 16, 1783 AAt| nod

dressed like gentlemen, stopped at our door and
whether we would sell them some cheese for morje

inquire at the shopkeeper
November 17, 1783 AEagl y
horrified to hear that@l as;s

abovementioned three fellows who asked for chees
were the perpetrators.

From Theodore G. Tappert and John W. Doberste
trans. and edsThe Journals of Henry Melchior
Muhlenberg Vol. 3, 1958. Reprint, Camden, Mai
Picton Press, [1980].

1)
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Pennsylvania Historical Marker Dedication Ceremony

Sesveral hundred people gathered at Th
peaker s House on
the installation of a Pennsylvania historica|
marker in honor of Frederick Muhlenberg
and his many achievements.

The day began with the presentation o
colors by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Po$
7155, followed by two performances of thg
National Anthem, first a traditional arrange-
ment by the Veterans Association of Military]
Musicians, then am capellaversion by the
Perkiomen Valley High School Chorus. An
invocation by Pastor Herbert Michel of the
Augustus Lutheran Church was followed by
presentations by Montgomery County Com¢
missioner Joe Hoeffel and Trappe Mayo
Conni e Peck. Speake

ARnThe Speaker]|l
tremendously exciting oppar;
tunity to celebrate a signif
cant | i nk t o

foundi ng. o
~U.S. Representative Jim Gerlagh

President Lisa Minardi made a speech abg

Frederick Muhl enber g

Director Allison Weiss gave a memorial ag

dress for Sergeant John T. Bubeck, in whg

honor the marker was dedicated. Congresgs-

man Jim Gerlach made the plenary comments.
The highlight of the day was the participa-

tion of fifteen elementary school students and

boy scouts from Troop 113, who read the ten _ _

amendments of the Bill of Rights to remind Us Pastor Herbert Michel escorting Judy Bubeck

of the important role Muhlenberg played i

making this document the foundation upgn

which our democracy was built. Several gep:

erations of Muhlenberg descendants were als

in attendance to pay tribute to their forbearers
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C. MUHLENBERG
FREDERIC{(ﬁ}a;mn
Member, US House of Hepresentatives
78957, A F:‘;:nl‘ e sl firs
funed s Lithersn minister in

™ a
710, jed as 8 pastor for nine 3|
r%_ne served a5 p

. at the_Conti-
80, and

from

Jenberg resided_here, 1781-91.
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Clockwise from top left: The Veterans
Association of Military Musicians; 6th
grader Eliana Cohen reading from the
Bill of Rights; Trappe Mayor Connie
Peck and Revolutionary War-emactor;
Muhlenberg descendants; and Montgom-
ery County Commissioner Joe Hoeffel.




